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Veneer Stone Buying Guide 
When considering veneer stone for your project, it’s essential to make informed decisions 
to achieve the right aesthetic, performance, and durability. Below is a comprehensive guide 
to help you understand what to look for when buying veneer stone. 
 
By following this guide, you can confidently select the perfect veneer stone for your project, 
ensuring a beautiful, durable, and cost-effective outcome. 

1. Types of Veneer Stone 

Veneer stone comes in various types, each suited to different styles, functions, and 
installation methods. 

Natural Stone Veneer: 

• Made from real stone, cut thin for easier application. 
• Offers authenticity and a wide variety of natural colors and textures. 
• May require sealing for weather resistance, especially for outdoor use. 

Manufactured (Cultured) Stone Veneer: 

• Made from a mix of concrete and natural aggregates. 
• Lighter and easier to install compared to natural stone. 
• More affordable but can lack the exact natural stone texture. 

Thin Stone Veneer: 

• Available in both natural and manufactured stone. 
• Ideal for projects where weight is a concern (e.g., cladding, fireplaces). 
• Typically, 1" thick or less. 

Full-Thickness Veneer: 
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• Thicker than thin veneer and often used for more traditional applications. 

2. Styles and Aesthetic 
Veneer stone comes in various styles, textures, and finishes to suit diverse design 
preferences. 

Traditional Styles: 

• Rustic weathered looks with rough-hewn surfaces. 
• Used for old-world charm or historical renovations. 

Contemporary Styles: 

• Smooth, sleek finishes, often with uniform shapes like rectangles or squares. 
• Best for modern architectural designs. 
• Ledge, and Stack Stone Styles. 

Stacked stone is often used for a clean, vertical aesthetic. Available in both thin and full-
thickness options. 

Chiseled or Split-Faced: 

• Offers a rough texture, often seen in rustic or country-style designs. 

Colors: 

• Natural tones range from browns, grays, reds, and whites. 

• Manufactured stone provides more flexibility with custom colors and finishes. 

3. Factors to Consider When Buying Veneer Stone 

Project Type: 
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• Indoor vs. Outdoor: For outdoor use, make sure the veneer is weather-resistant and 
sealed properly. 

• Fireplaces or Chimneys: Choose a material that can withstand high temperatures, 
like natural stone. 

• Exterior Walls vs. Interior Walls: Exterior installations require stone that is both 
durable and weather resistant. 

Material Durability: 

• Natural stone is more durable, while manufactured veneer may not have the same 
longevity or resistance to wear, but it is lighter. 

• Check for resistance to moisture, temperature fluctuations, and UV degradation. 

Maintenance: 

• Natural stone requires more maintenance (sealing, cleaning) to prevent moss and 
mildew. 

• Manufactured stone often requires less maintenance but might discolor over time. 

 

 

Thickness: 

• Thin veneer stones (about 1” thick) are lighter and more cost-effective, ideal for non-
load-bearing installations. 

• Full-thickness stone has more texture and can be used for exterior and structural 
purposes. 

Installation: 

• Some veneer stones come with a mesh backing or easy-to-fit patterns to simplify 
the installation process. 
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• Manufactured stones are often lighter, making them easier to install compared to 
natural stones, which may require extra tools or expertise. 

4. Quality and Brand 

Certification and Standards: 

• Look for veneer stones with certification for meeting industry standards such as 
ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials). 

• The best brands often ensure quality in their products’ texture, finish, and durability. 

Brand Reputation: 

• Companies like Eldorado Stone, Cultured Stone, and Coronado Stone are known for 
producing reliable veneer stone products. 

• Research customer reviews and check warranty coverage. 

5. Cost and Budget 

Natural vs. Manufactured: 

• Natural stone veneer is typically more expensive than manufactured stone. 
• Consider the material cost and the cost of installation when determining your 

budget. 

 

 

 

 

Quantity: 
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• Estimate the number of stone panels needed based on the square footage of your 
project. 

• Always purchase extra material to account for cuts, mistakes, or future repairs. 

Shipping and Delivery: 

• For heavier stone options, shipping can add substantial costs, so make sure to 
factor this into your overall budget. 

6. Environmental Impact 

Eco-Friendly Options: 

• Some manufactured veneer stones are made using recycled materials or 
sustainable practices. 

• Natural stone has a lower environmental footprint, but quarrying can be disruptive, 
so look for sustainable sources. 

Weather Resistance: 

• Ensure that the veneer stone selected is suitable for your region's climate (freeze-
thaw conditions, moisture resistance, UV stability). 

7. Veneer Stone Installation Tips 

 Preparation: 

• Ensure the surface is clean, dry, and smooth for optimal adhesion. 

Adhesive & Mortar: 

• For both manufactured and natural stones, use the correct adhesive or mortar. 
• Thin-set mortar is recommended for both types, but always check the 

manufacturer's installation instructions. 
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Grouting: 

• For a more uniform look, grout can be used between stones. 
• Pay attention to the spacing and width of grout joints. 

 

 

8. Final Checklist for Buying Veneer Stone 

Design Style: Choose the stone that fits your vision (rustic, modern, traditional). 

Durability: Ensure it can withstand environmental conditions. 

Finish: Determine whether you need a smooth, rough, or textured finish. 

Installation Needs: Consider the complexity of installation and any professional help you 
may need. 

Cost: Estimate material, labor, and shipping costs. 

Brand and Quality: Research reputable brands with good customer reviews and product 
guarantees. 
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